Flood Action Group — Update To Willoughby Residents

Given the onset of Autumn and the return of wet weather conditions, the members of the
Flood Action Group (FLAG) thought that Willoughby residents might appreciate an update on
the activities of the group. We also have a few requests to bring to your attention.

You will all be aware that the wet weather conditions have already led to some localised
flooding in the village in the last few weeks. FLAG has been in regular contact with
Warwickshire County Council, Highways and other authorities regarding various measures to
mitigate the impact of flooding in the village. These measures include: profiling/lowering the
height of the tarmac at the Main Street/Lower Street/Moor Lane junction to allow the flood
water to flow unimpeded down Moor Lane; clearing the excessive build-up of silt in the
culverts at the Lower Street/Main Street junction and in front of the Village Hall; clearing
vegetation in the sections of the brook that are the responsibility of Highways; and creating
concrete gulleys along Moor Lane to allow the flood water to flow directly back into the brook.

When flooding does occur, we now have road signs, barriers and reflective poles to indicate to
drivers where there is flooding and, importantly, to mark the edge of Main Street to prevent
drivers inadvertently driving into the brook, especially in the dark. You may have spotted our
flood wardens in high visibility jackets patrolling the entrances and exits to the village and
directing traffic. We are grateful to those residents, who have also provided additional help.
We are looking to recruit more flood wardens, especially during working hours, to
relieve the pressure on our small group.

Flooding in the village affects almost all of us, as access to properties involves driving through
flood water contaminated by sewage. The bow waves created by passing vehicles also throw
water onto frontages and into the gardens of a significant number of residents. We would be

grateful if all drivers could remember to drive slowly to reduce the bow waves.

The flooding in early Autumn has been exacerbated by the dense vegetation in some
stretches of the brook. Members of FLAG have spent a number of days clearing the stretch
alongside Moor Lane where the vegetation was particularly thick. Again, we are grateful to
those villagers, who volunteered their time, muscles and wheelbarrows to help out! To ensure
that we ease the flow of the water through and out of the village, we do need all those
residents, who are responsible for maintaining a section of the brook, to keep these as
free of vegetation as possible throughout the year.

We are considering activities to raise money to purchase several pairs of waders and arm
length gloves to enable more people to help to keep the brook clear. We are also planning to
designate a number of weekends a year annually to brook clearing/maintenance.

If you have questions about any of the issues in this update, or would like to volunteer to act
as a flood warden or help to clear vegetation, please do get in contact with Ant Ray, Lead
Flood Warden on 07711 502854 or at ant.ray1963@sky.com or Bert Ogle, Chair, on 07456

956026 or at bertogle@aol.com.

Residents can also find advice on the Parish Council website under Plans/Surveys about
actions to take in the event of flooding.
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