
 

Willoughby Parish Council meeting on 10/02/2026 

 

WILLOUGHBY PARISH COUNCIL 

       Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 10 February 2026 
 

1. Record of Members Present 

Councillors:  G Ash (GA), M Beech (MB) R Honess (RH), S Sheppard (SS) 

Clerk:  Joanne Jarman 

2. To Receive Apologies and the Reasons for Such Absence 

Cllr Lewis. 

3. To receive Declarations of Personal or Pecuniary Interests 

None 

4. Public Participation 

To receive any questions or presentations from the public  

(15 minutes will be allowed for this item) 

Three members of the public were present.  

A resident reported a pothole on Main Street opposite the chapel.  Cllr Honess will take a photo for the 

Clerk to report. 

5. To Approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 13 January 2026 

Proposed by: Cllr Sheppard, Seconded by: Cllr Honess. 

It was resolved that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 13 January 2026 be approved. 

6. To receive Progress Reports on Outstanding Items not covered later on the agenda 

6.1 Footpath repairs on A45 

WCC highways has confirmed that there is an outstanding job to remove the overgrown grass from the 

edge of the footway.  Once this is complete patch repairs will be arranged. 

6.2 School bus 

WCC School Transport department has confirmed they will ask the drivers to take more care at the 

junction of Lower Street and Main Street. 

6.3 Hedges and overgrowth on Main Street 

WCC Highways has written to the resident.  If they have not carried out the work within 14 days of the 

letter WCC Highways will carry out the work and recharge the resident. 

6.4 Build-up of soil blocking drains on the A45 

This work has been completed. 

6.5 Planning reference: R25/1105 

A no objection response was submitted on 14 January 2026. 

6.6 Precept request 

The request was submitted on14 January 2026. 

6.7 Sawbridge Road infilling 

WCC Highways has chased the contractor. 
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7. Planning 

7.1 To confirm the no objection with conditions response to planning reference: R25/1121 – 13a Walnut 

Tree Barn, Main Street, Willoughby, CV23 8BH – Proposed stable block, garage, garden office, manege 

and swimming pool with biodiversity enhancements 

A no objection response was submitted with the following conditions requested: 

1. The proposed manege and new stable block shall only be used for private purposes and shall not 

be used for the holding of competitions, exhibitions, hiring of horses or other business activities. 

REASON: In the interests of neighbouring amenity. 

2. There shall be no external sound amplification systems installed on the application site in 

association with the manege and stable block. REASON: In the interests of residential amenity. 

3. No external lighting shall be erected on the application site. REASON: In the interests of the visual 

amenities of the locality. 

8. Highways, Street Lighting and Footpaths 

8.1 To receive an update on the repairs to the kissing gates 

The work is now complete at a cost of £175. 

8.2 To consider the issue of dogs off lead on the Shrubbery footpath and a resolution 

Cllr Beech has been contacted by a resident about dogs being off lead on the Shrubbery footpath and the 

consequent potential risks to children, adults and other dogs. 

 

The resident also reported that the gate on the Shrubbery footpath at the Lower Street end has been 

removed on more than one occasion and left leaning against the wall.  Someone has fixed the gate back 

on but it is no longer a kissing gate leading to a potential risk that the gate could be left open allowing 

children or dogs to run into the road.  The kissing gate needs reinstating and fixing securely. 

ACTION: Quote to be obtained for the reinstatement of the kissing gate and to ensure it is secure – RH 

ACTION: A temporary notice to be put on the gate stating why it needs to be a kissing gate – MB 

 

Cllr Beech suggested that signs asking people to keep dogs on the lead are put up at each end of the 

Shrubbery and that signs be put on the entrances to the playing field stating that no dogs are allowed, 

along with a sign pointing out the public footpath across the football pitch and the need to keep dogs on a 

lead.  There would be a total of five signs, costing up to £60. 

Cllr Beech proposed the signs be acquired.  Seconded by:  Cllr Honess 

It was resolved that five signs be acquired for the Shrubbery footpath and the playing field. 

ACTION: signs to be ordered – MB/Clerk 

 

Rugby Borough Council has information on dog control and fouling on its website along with information 

on how to report any issues: 

Public spaces protection order - dog control 

Report dog fouling 

9. Finance 

9.1 To approve the following payments: 

 

Payee Service  Amount  

Unity Trust Bank charges           6.00  

Parish Online Website development       300.00  

    £306.00  

 

Proposed by: Cllr Sheppard, Seconded by: Cllr Ash   

https://www.rugby.gov.uk/w/public-spaces-protection-order-pspo-dog-control
https://www.rugby.gov.uk/w/report-dog-fouling
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It was resolved the payments be approved. 

9.2 To confirm the date of the internal audit 

The internal audit has been booked for 27 April 2026. 

10. Annual Community Meeting 

10.1 To consider the arrangements for the Annual Community Meeting 

23 April was agreed as the date of the meeting subject to the availability of the Village Hall.   

ACTION: Village Hall availability to be established for 23 April – Clerk 

ACTION:  Ideas for the meeting to be brought to the next meeting - All 

11. Website 

11.1 To receive an update on the development of the new website 

Cllr Beech, Ed Beech and the Clerk have developed the website to meet the needs of the Parish Council.  

The website at www.willoughby-pc.gov.uk is now live.  Councillors thanked the Clerk for her work on the 

website. 

The Councillors’ and Clerk’s new email addresses are on the website and are now in use. 

11.2   To acknowledge the significant amount of work carried out by Ed Beech on maintaining the Parish 

Council website and to thank him for this and his support in developing the new website 

The Parish Council acknowledged the amount of work put in by Ed Beech on running and maintaining the 

former website of the Parish Council and his continued support in the development of the new site.  His 

input has been invaluable and without it the new website would not look so professional.  The Parish 

Council thanked Ed. 

12. 2026/27 Meeting Dates 

12.1 To confirm the meeting dates for 2026/27 

The Parish Council will continue to meet on the second Tuesday of each month, as follows: 

• 14 April 2026 

• 12 May 2026 (Annual Parish Council meeting) 

• 9 June 2026 

• 14 July 2026 

• 11 August 2026 

• 8 September 2026 

• 13 October 2026 

• 10 November 2026 

• 8 December 2026 

• 12 January 2027 

• 9 February 2027 

• 9 March 2027 

• 13 April 2027 

• 11 May 2027 (Annual Parish Council meeting) 

13. RBC Submission Local Plan 

13.1 To receive an update on the Local Plan 

The final public consultation on the Submission Local Plan began on 30 January and will end at 5.00pm on 

13 March 2026. Information about the consultation has been posted on the RBC website. The focus is 

much narrower than before and the Planning Inspectorate has asked that responses be made using the 

Representation Form – online or on paper. The consultation asks three questions: 

• Is the plan legally compliant? 

https://www.rugby.gov.uk/proposed-submission-local-plan
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• Is the plan ‘sound’?  

• Does the plan comply with the ‘Duty to Cooperate’? 

 

The Parish Council will provide further information on responding to the consultation in due course 

14. Correspondence 

Potholes on Lower Street near the pond are becoming a problem and the road surface is breaking up.  

These issues, along with the road edge near to the corner of Woolscott Road, have been reported to WCC 

Highways.  Cllr Honess suggested that a definitive list of potholes be collated and passed to WCC 

Highways.  A pothole is defined as being 50mm deep and 100mm across in two directions at right angles. 

 

Residents can report potholes to Warwickshire County Council: 

Report a pothole 

 

Councillors acknowledged the significant pressure that WCC Highways is under. 

ACTION: Potholes in the village to be collated for a definitive list to be submitted to WCC Highways - RH 

 

A resident has written to the Parish Council thanking councillors for all the hard work that they put into 

the village. 

15. Councillors Reports and Items for the Next Agenda 

Cllr Ash reported that a machine was moving earth along a ditch near the pond and dumping it onto the 

bank.  Cllr Honess confirmed that the landowner was clearing the ditch as they are required to do.   

Cllr Honess reported that a road drain is blocked opposite the hairdressers on Lower Street.  The Clerk 

confirmed that drains will only be cleared if there is a risk of flooding and there is minimal risk in this area.  

It was agreed not to report this. 

Cllr Beech reported that the sign for the village car park has been ordered. 

 

Items for the next agenda: 

Play Rangers 

16. Date of the Next Meeting 

10 March 2026 at 7.00pm in the Village Hall. 

The meeting closed at 7.51pm. 

 

 

Chair  M Beech                                                         Date  10 February 2026 

 

https://services.warwickshire.gov.uk/report-a-pothole/

